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Members of Congress on the successes and 
challenges facing our service men and women 
that could only be gained from first-hand ob-
servation and face-to-face interaction. Due to 
his professionalism, dedication and keen 
knowledge, Major Thomas became the most 
sought after military escort for delegations 
traveling into Central Command. The time he 
has spent supporting Members of the House 
has been truly noteworthy. He has made last-
ing contributions to the House of Representa-
tives. 

Major Thomas has also made a lasting con-
tribution in the sustainment of today’s readi-
ness and the shape of tomorrow’s Marine 
Corps. Maj Thomas’ distinguished service has 
left a mark of true excellence that will last long 
after he has departed the Office of Legislative 
Affairs. The Marine Corps will miss him, but 
Major Thomas leaves a tremendous legacy for 
others to follow and emulate. I wish Major 
Gerald Thomas congratulations and all best 
wishes as he enters this new chapter of his 
life. 

During his 21 years of service, Maj Thomas 
has served as: 

Communications Marine—Marine Corps 
Base Camp Lejeune; 

Student—Marine Corps Education Pro-
gram—University of Arizona; 

Platoon Commander—Echo Company, 2nd 
Battalion, 6th Marines; 

Platoon Commander—Weapons Platoon, 
Echo Co, 2nd Battalion, 6th Marines; 

Executive Officer—Echo Co, 2nd Battalion, 
6th Marines; 

Staff Platoon Commander—The Basic 
School; 

Executive Officer—Alpha, Charlie, & Echo 
Companies; 

The Basic School Instructor—Infantry Officer 
Course; 

Student—Infantry Officers Captain’s Career 
Course; 

Company Commander—Lima Co, 3rd Bat-
talion, 2nd Marines; 

Congressional Fellow—Office of Rep. San-
ford Bishop; 

Joint Action Officer—Plans, Policies, and 
Operations Department, HQMC; 

Deputy Director—Marine Corps House Liai-
son Office. 
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HONORING KORTNEY STEVEN 
GUTIERREZ 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Kortney Steven Gutierrez 
of Platte City, Missouri. Kortney is a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 351, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Kortney has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Kortney has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Kortney Steven Gutierrez 

for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE SAVE 
AMERICAN ENERGY ACT 

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

Mr. MARKEY. Madam Speaker, today I am 
introducing the ‘‘Save American Energy Act’’ 
to obtain the significant benefits of cost-effec-
tive, environmentally friendly, energy efficiency 
resources. These energy efficiency standards 
will not only lead to lower global warming 
emissions but will also create jobs, reduce the 
need for new power plants, and save con-
sumers money. As President Obama clearly 
articulated, energy efficiency is the cleanest, 
cheapest, fastest source of energy. The legis-
lation that I am introducing today follows 
President Obama’s stated goal of reducing 
electricity demand 15 percent by 2020 by cre-
ating an energy efficiency resource standard, 
EERS. 

Reducing electricity consumption 15 percent 
by 2020 will save consumers $130 billion over 
the next 20 years and reduce carbon dioxide 
emissions by more than 5 billion tons through 
2030. The Save American Energy Act sets 
minimum levels of electricity and natural gas 
savings to be achieved through utility pro-
grams, building codes, appliance standards, 
and other efficiency measures. This legislation 
will initially create a modest savings require-
ment of 1 percent for electricity and three- 
quarters of a percent for natural gas and 
gradually build to a 15 percent cumulative re-
quirement for electricity and ten percent for 
natural gas in 2020. 

The benefits of energy efficiency standards 
are clear and far-reaching. First, energy effi-
ciency standards will dramatically reduce the 
global warming emissions that are creating the 
climate crisis. Energy efficiency is the easiest 
and quickest way that we as a Nation can 
take action to reduce emissions. These energy 
efficiency savings would reduce carbon diox-
ide emissions by approximately 260 million 
metric tons per year by 2020—the equivalent 
of the annual emissions from 43 million auto-
mobiles. 

Second, energy efficiency standards will 
create jobs and can help revitalize our econ-
omy. The Save American Energy Act will lead 
to the creation of 260,000 new green-collar 
jobs. These jobs will be everything from retro-
fitting buildings to weatherizing homes. At a 
time when the American economy lost nearly 
2 million jobs in the last 4 months of 2008, ac-
cording to the Department of Labor, passing 
an energy efficiency standard can help send 
people back to work doing the work that most 
needs to be done. 

Third, energy efficiency standards will de-
crease peak electricity demand. Savings from 
efficiency can be done far more cheaply than 
bringing new generation online. New genera-
tion from conventional resources costs some-
where between $0.073 and $0.145 per kilo-
watt hour compared to $0.03 per kilowatt hour 
from energy efficiency savings. The Save 
American Energy Act will reduce peak elec-

tricity demand by about 90,000 megawatts in 
2020. This reduction would eliminate the need 
to build 300 medium-sized new power plants. 

Fourth, The Save American Energy Act will 
result in billions of dollars in consumer savings 
on their energy bills. This bill allows for numer-
ous cost-effective efficiency savings in every 
area of the economy. The legislation that I am 
introducing today requires utilities to obtain en-
ergy efficiency savings that are available at a 
lower cost than traditional energy supply op-
tions. 

Many States around the country have al-
ready implemented successful efficiency 
standards. Vermont and California are two of 
the States leading the way and and 15 States 
and the District of Columbia have put in place 
policies promoting energy efficiency. The Save 
American Energy Act would set a federal effi-
ciency standard but allows States with pro-
grams that meet or exceed that standard to 
administer the program directly, fostering pol-
icy innovation and adaptation to local cir-
cumstances. 

The Save American Energy Act will take ad-
vantage of the cost-effective, available energy 
efficiency opportunities that can be quickly put 
in place. Adopting a national energy efficiency 
standard will allow us to reduce carbon emis-
sions, create new green jobs, and reduce the 
need to build power plants: all while benefiting 
customers. The time to act is now. 
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AMERICAN RECOVERY AND 
REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2009 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1) making sup-
plemental appropriations for job preserva-
tion and creation, infrastructure investment, 
energy efficiency and science, assistance to 
the unemployed, and State and local fiscal 
stabilization, for fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2009, and for other purposes: 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Chair, I rise today to ap-
plaud a particular section of the stimulus pack-
age that will have a profound impact on the 
citizens of the District of Columbia. The hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in AIDS/HIV testing 
and prevention contained in the legislation be-
fore us will assist an amazing organization in 
the District called the Whitman Walker Clinic. 
When it is time to award these funds, I strong-
ly urge the Secretary of HHS and the Director 
of the CDC to look favorably upon the Clinic’s 
application. 

The District of Columbia is facing an HIV/ 
AIDS epidemic of untold proportions. It is esti-
mated that 1 in 20 citizens of the District now 
have HIV or AIDS. This is one of the highest 
incidences in the Country if not the highest 
compared to other major metropolitan areas. 

The Whitman-Walker Clinic (WWC), a com-
prehensive primary care clinic with centers of 
excellence in HIV/AIDS care and Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) health 
care, has been providing healthcare and sup-
portive services to residents of the District of 
Columbia for 30 years. WWC is one of the 
largest nongovernmental HIV/AIDS medical 
and service organizations in the metropolitan 
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